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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH BEDS 

666. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the calls from parents to increase the number of adolescent mental health beds at the new Perth 
Children’s Hospital.  

(1) Is it true that the proportion of young people requiring mental health services has doubled since 2002 to 
over six per cent of admitted patients? 

(2) Is it also true that of the 20 mental health beds planned for the new children’s hospital, six will simply 
be a transfer from Bentley Hospital; therefore, the new children’s hospital will add just another eight 
extra adolescent mental health beds to WA’s health system? 

(3) Is this not another example of how the government has missed a historic opportunity to build a hospital 
for the future by adding an extra floor and 100 beds to the new children’s hospital? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(3) I do not know how the member gets the extra floor and the 100 beds, but we are — 
Mr R.H. Cook: It is about a hospital that can actually cater for the future. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: No, that last sentence was just wrong. Clearly, an extra floor does not add an extra 100 beds, 
does it?  
Mr R.H. Cook: You are not building an extra floor, so how would you know? 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana. Minister, just speak to the Chair please. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: Because we have designs of what an extra floor contains. 
Mr R.H. Cook: You dreamed and then you lost the AAA. 
The SPEAKER: Minister. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I will get back to the substance of the question, but I just wanted to point out that the 
member’s last sentence was wrong. 
The first component is correct in terms of adolescent health beds. The plan is that six beds from the adolescent 
unit at Bentley are transferring to the hospital, and his numbers are correct about the total number of beds that 
will be at that hospital. That is what modelling states is required and that is what has been provided. The active 
space within the hospital will be increased by 52 per cent and that means there will be an enormous increase in 
room, particularly, for things like outpatients, clinics and so on. One of the key issues in treating adolescent 
mental health patients is having not only facilities where they needs beds, but also facilities for proper care and 
management, often in an outpatient setting—bringing patients back and getting them proper treatment. That will 
be there. 
The member continues to refer to the loss of a historic opportunity. I have made very clear that I think we 
created an excellent response to that contention when we had a grievance in this house—that those additional 
beds at the tertiary hospital are not required within the system. We easily have sufficient capacity with the beds 
provided there and in the secondary hospitals and with future opportunities such as the construction of King 
Edward Memorial Hospital and the extra 24 beds that that will create. There are future opportunities for 
governments, should they so wish, to build an additional four floors onto the core part of the hospital away from 
where the current patients will be that can provide an extra 48 beds per floor, if that is needed in the future. In 
my view, a future government may well decide, given the spread of the urban area in this state, to either build a 
new children’s hospital north or south of the CBD. Personally, I think that may well be a better option for a 
future government. The opposition says that Princess Margaret Hospital for Children was built with the capacity 
for extra beds; I have to say that I did not know that. Even if it was, now that we need additional floors, we are 
not going to go back there are we? We are building a brand-new hospital. In the future, there may well be a new 
hospital in an alternative location closer to where people live. That is for someone to decide in 30 or 40 years 
when it is required; it is not a decision to be made now. In the current system, we will have sufficient beds across 
the system to cater for patient need. 
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